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Bogot a4, August 20 (tel eSUR-RHC)-- A nonth after passing a new | aw agai nst fenicides,
Col onbi an prosecutors say the new challenge lies in changing the way experts are trai
ned to identify and investigate gender-

related killings in order to win convictions, Reuters reported Thursday.
Fem cide — which is the killing of a woman by a nan specifically because of her gende
r —is amjor issue in the South Anerican nation, where it is estinmated that one wom

an is killed every two days on average.

Under Colonbia's new bill, which cane into effect June 6, fenicide was nade a distinc
t and legally defined crine, with jail sentences of 20 to 50 years.

However, questions have arisen in howto enforce this newlaw if investigators have n
o prior awareness of or training in howto detect the crine.

Legal experts are now sayi ng neasures need to be put in place to ensure that police,

prosecutors and forensic experts are all trained to identify and investigate such cri
nes. This woul d include new protocols and techniques for autopsies on nmurdered wonen,
and guidelines in how to identify possible femcide victins, which could include tor
ture, rape and genital rmnutilation.

Mart ha Ordofiez, Col onbia's presidential advisor on wonen's rights, said victinms of fe
nm ci de often have a long history of donmestic violence, and perpetrators are often cur
rent or former partners.
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“Femici de represents the nost extrene form of violence and di scrimnation agai nst wom
en. It's quite a concern in Col onbia. Some wonmen don't know their rights, that they h
ave the right to be treated with respect and not be abused,” O donez added.

Fem cide is not only a Col onbi an probl em however, as human rights groups say it's a

growi ng i ssue across the region. According to a 2012 report by the Geneva-based Small

Arms Survey, over half of the 25 countries with the highest rates of femicide are in
the Anericas.

According to the report, nost perpetrators of fenicide target their own fanily nenber
S or spouses.
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