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South Korean authorities are trying to stop the spread of the virus by closing schools and
canceling public events. Neighbors in the region are scaling down tourist travel to South Korea,
with Hong Kong alone scrapping 600 tours to the MERS-hit country.

Macau issued an advisory against traveling to South Korea.
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#MERS outbreak in S.Korea: 5 dead, 64 infected, 7,000 tourists cancel plans to visit
country http://on.rt.com/h4wijkf

READ MORE: Drug-resistant typhoid tracked worldwide, public health threat ‘critical’ -
study

MERS most likely spread to South Korea from Saudi Arabia, where the virus was first identified
in 2012. At least 448 deaths are attributed to it, most of them in the Middle East, according to
the World Health Organization numbers. The Korean outbreak is the largest so far outside the
Middle East.

The virus is of the same coronavirus family that caused a massive epidemic in China in 2003
from severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). So far there is no vaccine for MERS.

Read more_WHO resisted declaring Ebola emergency for fears of damaging local economies —
AP report
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Regional concerns about the MERS epidemic come as increased international traffic in a
globalized world makes contagious diseases more dangerous. The most-publicized recent
outbreak — the Ebola virus in West Africa — was actually caused by a

But the connectivity of the modern world and authorities’ hesitation to enforce quarantines to
avoid economic harm, allowed Ebola to spread, causing at least 11,000 deaths, a record for the
disease.
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