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ederico Garcia Lorca was murdered “having confessed” to his alleged crimes, according to a report written by
Franco-era police 29 years after the Spanish poet’s death in 1936.

The document, to which the Cadena SER radio network has had access, does not specify the content of the
alleged confession. Dated July 9, 1965, it describes the writer as a “socialist” and “freemason belonging to the
Alhambra lodge,” who engaged in “homosexual and abnormal practices.”

The report details the arrest of the Granada-born poet, whose remains have yet to be found, in the home of his
friends the Rosales brothers in August 1936, just after the outbreak of Spain’s Civil War. He had been staying
there out of fear following two police searches of his own home. The officers surrounded the house and nearby
streets before carrying out the arrest. The document states that the poet’s friends tried to intervene on his behalf
with the military operations commander.

The police themselves admit that the account of Lorca’s death is rather confusing. After his arrest, he was taken
by car to the “vicinity of the place known as Fuente Grande,” along with another detainee about whom no other
details are provided.

He was then “shot after having confessed, and was buried in that location, in a very shallow grave, in a ravine”
around two kilometers to the right of the Fuente Grande. The place is “very difficult to find,” the report admits.

The document was written by Granada police headquarter’s third regional social investigation unit following a June
1965 request by French Hispanist Marcelle Auclair, who was searching for information about his friend Lorca, the
SER network reports. Auclair first addressed his request to the Spanish Embassy in Paris, who passed it on to then-
Foreign Minister Fernando Maria Castiella.

In turn, Castiella sent a letter to interior chief Camilo Alonso Vega in which he said he was in favor of responding to
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the request. His message also mentioned Information and Tourism Minister Manuel Fraga, who had also been
informed of the facts.

“I think it extremely advisable to look over the matter and find out whether we can or cannot open our archives
about the Garcia Lorca episode,” Fraga had said, according to Castiella’s letter.

Granada police were thus commissioned to write the report, though Auclair never himself received any response
nor saw the result of his request, according to the SER network.

Page 2 of 2



