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Cuba´s permanent representative in Geneva, ambassador Anayansi Rodriguez, said that the March 31 Cuba-US
talks on human rights were held in the expected atmosphere of professionalism and respect and considered further
meetings on the topic.

Both sides discussed the methodological basis for future talks on the issue and they addressed some important
topics that will be of mutual interest in upcoming meetings, said the diplomat.

As we expected, we ratified the differences between our countries as to the human rights issue, both in the national
arena and as how human rights are promoted and protected in the two nations as well as in the international
scenario, in multilateral forums that address this issue.

The diplomat said that both sides ratified their capacity to hold a respectful, professional and civilized dialog on the
issue by recognizing their differences in terms of their perceptions and even the balance regarding civil and political
rights and economic, social and cultural rights, which for Cuba they are indivisible, they are interconnected and
none of them have more importance than the others because Cuba addresses them in an integral way. These
differences surfaced during the dialog, the diplomat said.

Meanwhile, international media cited statements by a State Department official at the end of the talks referring that
"The atmosphere of the meeting was professional, and there was broad agreement on the way forward for a future
substantive dialogue."

"Both sides expressed willingness to discuss a wide range of topics in future substantive talks," the official added.

The U.S. delegation was led by Tom Malinowski, the State Department's assistant secretary for human rights and
democracy. And the Cuban delegation was headed by Pedro Luis Pedroso, deputy director of multilateral affairs
and law at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
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