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An asteroid measuring almost the height of New York’s Rockefeller Center is due to make a
flyby of Earth this week. The good news, however, is that thankfully the rock poses no
immediate threat to life on our planet.

Asteroid 2019 UN12 is estimated to measure between 110m-250m (360-820.21ft), or roughly
five Statues of Liberty standing on top of each other, and will whizz past the Earth on
Wednesday at a whopping 64,467mph. 

Thankfully, it will speed by at a relatively safe distance of 892,294 miles (1,436,008km), farther
than many of the more recent close asteroid flybys in recent weeks.
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https://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/sbdb.cgi?sstr=2019%20UN12
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  Also on rt.com We must learn how to ‘slow down and speed up asteroids’ to avoid fate of
dinosaurs, Apollo 9 astronaut tells RT...

Asteroids have long been considered of great strategic importance for science, both in terms of
our own planetary defense, which many see as sorely lacking, but also in terms of
understanding the origins of life and even the birth of the universe itself. 

Back in 2013, experts identified a group of 12 space rocks that scientists dubbed ‘Easily
Retrievable Objects’. EROs are classified as “objects that can be transported from accessible
heliocentric orbits into the Earth’s neighborhood at affordable costs,” though ‘affordable’ here
is extremely relative.

Despite the initial interest, there are currently no plans to actually bring one of the 12 space
rocks identified any closer to Earth than they are already passing, as the funding and
organizational will has yet to focus on asteroid mining in earnest. There are several private
companies eyeing up the potentially lucrative market, though.

  Also on rt.com Molecular diamonds & golden asteroids: Your guide to becoming a space
trillionaire...  
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