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The Cuban United Lutheran, Baptist and Evangelical churches have denounced in Havana the innumerable
impacts caused in relations with other religious institutions by the economic, commercial and financial blockade
imposed by the United States on the island.

In statements to Prensa Latina, Antonio Santana, President of the Cuban Council of Churches, pointed out that the
blockade carried out by the White House administration affects the delivery of biblical material to Cuba from
solidarity entities of other nations.

The reverend also indicated that within the U.S. territory a large number of devotees are pressing for the
elimination of the blockade against Cuba, which has been in force for almost 60 years.

Santana stressed the reestablishment of diplomatic relations with the United States, however, he regretted the
decline in ties.

Havana and Washington re-established their diplomatic ties in July 2015, leading to high level visits and the signing
of some 20 agreements, but Donald Trump's inauguration at the White House in January 2017 represented an
escalation in hostility towards the island.

'We present our declaration against the blockade and its essentially pastoral mission emphasizes the comparison
of life with death and the damages this U.S. policy causes to society in Cuba', Ismael Laborde, bishop of the United
Evangelical Cuban Church, told Prensa Latina.

He added that relations with North American religious institutions are always carried out through third countries,
making procedures and twinning with these difficult.

In this regard, Laborde emphasized the heavy visa processes faced by U.S. Lutheran pastors and the obstacles to
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sending books and materials essential to church activities.

The United Nations General Assembly approved on November 1, for the twenty-seventh consecutive time since
1992, a resolution demanded the end of the blockade against Cuba.

The text was supported by 189 of the 193 member states of the multilateral organization.  
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