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The Palestine Liberation Organization’s decision-making body has ruled to
suspend its recognition of the state of Israel until Tel Aviv formally recognizes a
Palestinian state along 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Noting Israel’s continued disregard of signed international agreements, the
Palestinian Central Council (PCC) on Monday has decided to “suspend
recognition of the State of Israel until its recognition of the State of Palestine on
the June 4, 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.”

Following a two day meeting in Ramallah, the PCC also agreed to “end security
coordination in all its forms” with Israel, and “disengage economically” from its
neighbor, WAFA news agency reports, citing the final communiqué.

Read more ‘Slap in the face’: Abbas condemns Trump’s ‘deal of the century,’
Israel’s ‘killing’ of Oslo Accords
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Furthermore, the decision-making body established the PLO to be the sole 
“legitimate representative” of all the Palestinians living in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, slamming Hamas for failing to implement the agreements it signed
with Fatah over the last decade, ever since the Sunni organization assumed
control of Gaza in 2007.

Urging Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to implement the Council's non-
binding decisions, the PCC stressed that it continues to remain opposed to
Donald Trump’s so-called “deal of the century” aimed at solving the decades-old
animosity between the neighboring nations. In wake of Trump’s recognition of
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital, the Council called on the Arab states to “sever all
diplomatic relations” with the US and any state that follows its example.

The recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital is a controversial issue, as
Palestinians continue to claim East Jerusalem as their capital. Abbas repeatedly
vowed to oppose any purported peace initiatives by Trump, whose relocation of
the US embassy to Jerusalem and recognition of the city as Israel’s capital
marked the first time the president of the US has departed from established policy,
which saw the issue of Jerusalem kept off the table.

Speaking to PCC delegates on Sunday, the 82-year-old leader reiterated that
Palestine and Jerusalem are “not for sale or bargaining.”

READ MORE: Paraguay cancels embassy move to Jerusalem, Israel responds by
closing its embassy in Paraguay

“East Jerusalem is the capital of our state. We will not accept a capital in
Jerusalem or the capital of two states because they are fooling us,” Abbas said on
Sunday. “Jerusalem, which was occupied in 1967, is our capital, every meter and
centimeter of it.”
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