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Ecuador Rejects Reports on Assange but It Admits New Protocol

18/10/2018

Ecuador on Wednesday rejected reports about pressure from UN officials on the government, regarding the
situation of Julian Assange, but it accepted to implement a new Special Protocol to maintain his asylum status.

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility of Ecuador rejects with indignation such stories and underlines
that the president of the Republic did not even discuss the issue of Mr. Assange's asylum with the United Nations
high commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Filippo Grandi, or with the United Nations special rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression, David Kaye,' an official statement said.

According to the press release, the fake reports aim to maintain that UN officials pressured Ecuador to make the
decision to issue a Special Protocol with regulations on the minimum conditions of the asylum seeker's stay at the
Ecuadorean Embassy in London.

In the document, the Ministry explained that the UN and UNHCR representatives in Ecuador, who participated in
the meetings, corroborated in statements to the media that the issue was not dealt with in any of the gatherings.

It also added that according to the specifications of Filippo Grandi, the founder of WikiLeaks, the portal published
thousands of classified documents from several countries, mainly the United States, is not a refugee, but an asylum
seeker in a diplomatic mission and therefore, the issue is outside the jurisdiction of its organization.

After insisting that the information published by digital media 'shamelessly' tried to note the pressure exerted on the
national government, the Foreign Ministry concluded: ‘Nothing further from the truth: Ecuador is a sovereign State,

which takes its foreign policy decisions with autonomy and looking only at the defense of its national interests, with

strict adherence to international law.'

The official statement was issued in response to news published by several sites that mentioned a 10-page Special
Protocol, with indications on the payment of food, laundry and medical care (which will also be strictly regulated),
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visiting regime and the use of communications, which Assange must comply with, in order to maintain his condition
as asylum seeker.
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