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Havana, Jul 15 (Prensa Latina) More than 430 delegates from Latin America, the
Caribbean, Africa, Asia and Europe are participating in the 24th Meeting of the
Sao Paulo Forum, a three-day meeting inaugurated today in this capital with the
Left's unity as its central theme. 

The inauguration of the meeting was held in the Convention Palace, presided over
by the second secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Cuba, Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, and gathered more than a hundred left-
wing and progressive parties and organizations from Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The opening ceremony was also led by the executive secretary of the Sao Paulo
Forum, Monica Valente, with the participation of personalities such as the Prime
Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Ralph Gonsalves, and the Puerto
Rican independence fighter Oscar Lopez Rivera.

On its first day, the annual forum - which returns to Havana after the 1993 and
2001 editions - includes a debate to establish a position against colonialism and in
favor of anti-imperialist solidarity and peace.
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It will also host the meeting of the regional secretariats, the 3rd Seminar between
the Left Party and the Sao Paulo Forum, and a meeting of the Network of
Intellectuals in Defense of Humanity.

This regional left-wing initiative was created in 1990 by the historic leader of the
Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro (1926-2016), and the former president and
founder of the Brazilian Workers' Party, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

According to the participants, the new edition of the Sao Paulo Forum should
promote the momentum of the revolutionary and progressive forces of Latin
America, in response to the onslaught of the right and the hostility of the United
States towards governments and peoples who oppose its hegemony and
interference.  
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