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United Nations officials privately confirmed they were expecting the U.S. decision
to quit the rights body.

The United States withdrew from the United Nations Human Rights Council on
Tuesday after no other countries "had the courage to join our fight" to reform the
"hypocritical and self-serving" body, said U.S. Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley.

RELATED: Gaza 'Close to the Brink of War' Says UN Chief Guterres

"In doing so, I want to make it crystal clear that this step is not a retreat from our
human rights commitments," Haley told a press conference with Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo in Washington, D.C.

Haley has repeatedly threatened to quit the Geneva-based body, established in
2006 to promote and protect human rights worldwide.

The withdrawal followed strong UN criticism of Trump's policy to separate migrant
children from their families at the U.S.-Mexico border.
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UN rights chief Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein said Monday: "The thought that any state
would seek to deter parents by inflicting such abuse on children is
unconscionable."

Human Rights Watch criticized the move, warning that Washington's absence at
the top UN body would put the onus on other governments to address the world's
most serious rights problems.

"The Trump administration's withdrawal is a sad reflection of its one-dimensional
human rights policy: defending Israeli abuses from criticism takes precedence
above all else," said HRW Executive Director Kenneth Roth. "The UN Human
Rights Council has played an important role in such countries as North Korea,
Syria, Myanmar and South Sudan, but all Trump seems to care about is defending
Israel."

U.S. criticism stems from the fact that Israel is the only country that has a
dedicated agenda item, known as Item 7, at the rights council, meaning its
treatment of Palestinians comes under scrutiny at each of the body's three annual
sessions.

The United States refused to join the body when it was created in 2006, when
George W. Bush was in the White House and his ambassador to the UN was
John Bolton, Trump's current hawkish and UN-skeptic national security advisor. It
was only after Barack Obama came to power that Washington joined the council
in 2009.

Since Trump took office, the United States has quit the UN cultural agency
UNESCO, cut UN funding and announced plans to quit the UN-backed Paris
climate agreement. 
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