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Cuban President Recognizes Art as a Means to Forge Respect

24/05/2018

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel highlighted the power of art and culture to forge relationships of respect when
exchanging with artists who participated in recent events in Peru and the United States.

According to the president, during the People's Summit held last April in Peru it was demonstrated that there is a
force capable of uniting Cubans: the identity; and it is time to defend it because in the world some try to fracture it
in order to manipulate the history.

Artistic directors such as Elito Revé and Pepe Ordaz told how they performed in Lima, in the context of the
celebration of the Summit, to defend their people there through music.

The Cuban president said that the presentations in Peru and the Festival Artes de Cuba that takes place since May
8 at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, prove that art is an irreplaceable space for communication
between peoples. In the meeting with artists, held on Wednesday at the cultural center La Plaza, Diaz-Canel
considered that the events put to the test the effectiveness of the Cuban system of artistic education and valued
the role of art as a bridge builder, his contribution to mutual respect and peace, despite the differences.

The dancer, director, and choreographer Irene Rodriguez celebrated the excellent reception of the American public
that awarded the artists with extensive standing ovations, while the singer and composer Zule Guerra highlighted
the shared spirituality, good energy and great joy around the festival.

To her surprise, many people sang with them Feeling themes and Latin American Boleros.

The best way for the American people to know who Cubans are is to enjoy our art, said Lele Rosales, singer of the
iconic orchestra Los Van Van.

The prejudices fell to the floor, the musicians believed that they were going to play in a very serious event, and
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when they saw people standing ready to move to the beat of the rhythm, the show overflowed with joy, because
Cubans are like that, the artist said.

The members of the Miguel Failde Orchestra assured that at the Kennedy Center Danzén was danced and they
praised a group of casineros (dancers of the casino-style) existing in Washington and composed of people from
different countries.

The event combines the different arts and visual arts was represented by works of Roberto Diago, Manuel
Mendive, and Roberto Fabelo, contemporary dance by the company Malpaso, the theater by plays directed by
Carlos Diaz and Carlos Celdran, among other artists and events.

Artes of Cuba festival in the US capital will conclude on June 3 with presentations from the National Ballet of the
Caribbean country, led by the legendary Alicia Alonso.
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