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Russian Alexei Dreev will be the major attraction in the Elite Group of the
Capablanca Memorial Chess Tournament to take place in Havana from May 8-20
next.

Dreev currently owns 2,653 ELO points and although he no longer appears
among the best players of his country, his curriculum includes five Chess
Olympics, attendances to world championships and victories in famous contests.

He will undoubtedly bring prestige to the six-player-round-robin event that will also
feature famous players such as American Samuel Shankland (2,668) and Russian
Alexander Rakhmanov (2,655).

Shankland finished second last year when the winner was Indian Krishnan
Sasikiran, only one able of "stealing" a crown from Ukrainian Vassily Ivanchuk in
all his attendances to this competition, but he won´t come this time.

Carlos Rivero, Cuba´s national commissioner, told JIT sports publication that the
2018 Capablanca Memorial Chess Tournament will also include an Open Group
to be attended by about 150 players, mainly locals, and an U16 Poole.  
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