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Moscow, Mar 19 (Prensa Latina) Russian leader Vladimir Putin overwhelmingly
won reelection by landslide with 76.65 percent with 99 percent of the ballots
counted according to the latest official reports at 05:21 local time. 

The Russian Election Commission said Monday almost 55.5 million of voters
supported his candidacy.

The above 76 percent vote collected is Putin's all time high electoral support, far
higher than the 52.9 percent he got in 2000, his 71.31 percent in 2004 and 63.6 in
2012, the Russian Central Electoral Commission outlined.

Addressing a rally at his campaign headquarters, Putin thanked his supporters,
shared views on key issues and lay out his plans for the future, on which he said:
'We need a leap forward.'

He said his international agenda will be to develop relations with nations on all
continents, adding Russia is ready to overcome all difficulties with Europe, while
underscoring that China is Moscow's strategic partner and he's planning to
expand links with Beijing.

The President stressed 'it is important for Russians to understand that there are
huge challenges before us, and we must overcome these challenges, we must
complete the nation's tasks. And I count on us all to continue this work together.'
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First-time Communist Party candidate Pavel Grudinin came in second with 11.83
percent, while veteran nationalist politician Vladimir Zhirinovsky (Liberal
Democratic party), who first ran against Boris Yeltsin in 1991, finished third with
5.6 percent.

The rest of the other five candidates running for president did not reached 2
percent.

They were Civil Initiative party leader Ksenia Sobchak, Sergei Baburin (All-
People's Union party), Maxim Suraykin (Communists of Russia party), Boris Titov
(Presidential Commissioner for Entrepreneurs' Rights) and Grigory Yavlinsky
(Yabloko party).

Results of the presidential election in Russia show the Russian people are happy
with the domestic and foreign policies implemented by the current leadership and
voted for the continuation of the political course, observer from Italy Claudio
D'Amico told Sputnik News.  
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