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Ecuador: Correa 'Attacked' While Campaigning in Esmeraldas

31/01/2018

Correa's life was reportedly threatened by violent opposition members who
surrounded a radio station where he was being interviewed.

Ecuador’s former president Rafael Correa has denounced an attack carried out
on his motorcade and a building where he was being interviewed in Quininde, a
city in the northern province of Esmeraldas.

RELATED: Ecuador's Referendum: Conciliation or '‘Coup'?

According to a series of tweets posted by Correa and local media reports he was
being interviewed at Radio Magia’s building when the individuals encircled the
building and vandalized vehicles that formed part of his motorcade.

“The situation is very serious in Quininde. The radio where | was being
interviewed is surrounded by people from the city council led by some people from
the MPD (Popular Democratic Party), who were also in Brobon. | am sorry for the
country! | embrace our beloved Quininde. Many people waited for the caravan,”
Correa stated.
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He also said leaders of the aggression had armed bodyguards and claimed
they threatened his life and physical integrity. During an interview with TeleSUR,
Correa claimed they were waiting for police protection to leave the radio station.

Supporters of president Lenin Moreno's referendum (locally known as popular
consultation) allegedly participated in the attack. In a video uploaded to multiple
social media platforms, one attacker can be seen wearing a t-shirt supporting the
referendum.

"#UltimoMinuto (LastMinute) Aggression against #Ecuador former president
Rafael Correa's caravan has been denounced. The radio where he was being
interviewed in the province of #Esmeraldas had been surrounded. Rafael Correa
confirmed the situation is serious. #ConsultaPopular2018
(#PopularConsultation2018)."

Correa's caravan was vandalized by the opposition members. "@MasiRafael
caravan was attacked in the city of #Quininde, in the province of #Esmeraldas."
Ricardo Patifio, one of Correa's closest allies has said "it is the national
government's responsibility to provide security for a former president. That is
intelligence and efficacy."
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