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The 33rd Edition of the International Jazz Plaza Festival began on Thursday in
Santiago de Cuba with a performance by the Diva of the Buena Vista Social Club,
Omara Portuondo at the Marti Theater.

 Omara Portuondo offered a memorable performance in which she demonstrated
her musical talent interpreting themes that constitute jewels of Cuban music in a
packed theater with people from all walks of life.

 Omara Portuondo, 87 years of age, seduced the audience with her voice, danced
with a unique Cuban identity that has taken her all over the world.

 Omara is Cuba and having her open the Jazz Plaza in Santiago de Cuba was a
blessing, said pianist Roberto Fonseca, President of the Jazz Plaza Festival that
will include presentations from renowned figures in the genre in Cuba and the
world like Maestro Bobby Carcasses and the US multi-instrumentalist and
composer Ted Nash.
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 The Marti Theater, Iris Jazz Club and the branch of the Writers and Artists
Association in Santiago will be the main venues of the festival with other greats
like Zulema Iglesias, Giselle Lage, Carlos Miyares, Ivan Acosta and De Cuba
Somos, Vocal con Paz Quintet and Okan Jazz.

 The International Jazz Plaza Festival has been held in Cuba since 1980 at the
initiative of Bobby Carcasses, is the most significant Jazz event in Cuba, and has
been included among the leading countries in the development of this complex
and fascinating genre.  
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