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"We urge the United States to impartially and objectively look upon China's human-
rights development and to stop acting as a so-called human-rights judge," said
China's Foreign Ministry.  

Chinese officials have slammed the U.S. Treasury Department for sanctioning
public security official Gao Yan, insisting that the United States has no right to act
as a "human-rights judge."

RELATED: China Releases Human Rights Report on US: 'Terrible Problems'

In March 2014, Yan was head of the Chaoyan Detention Center, in Beijing, where
rights activist Cao Shunli was detained and interrogated, according to Reuters,
before dying in hospital while in police custody.

Human-rights groups have said that Shunli was both tortured and prevented from
receiving medical care before she died.

U.S. President Donald Trump has now issued an executive order targeting Yan,
blocking the property of foreign nationals involved in human-rights abuses.
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Four Russians, including the head of the republic of Chechnya, were also placed
on the sanctions list known as the Magnitsky Act, a 2012 U.S. law which inters the
bank assets of those targeted.

In response, China's Foreign Ministry spokesman Hua Chunying said: "We urge
the United States to impartially and objectively look upon China's human-rights
development and to stop acting as a so-called human-rights judge." 

She went on to state that the Asian country's police maintain public safety
according to Chinese laws and the United States should refrain from using its
domestic jurisprudence to determine which foreign nationals should be
sanctioned.

Beijing officials have often criticized Washington for scrutinizing China's human-
rights record. Earlier this year, China's State Council released its own report,
denouncing the United States for its "terrible human-rights problems."

"With the gunshots lingering in people's ears behind the Statue of Liberty,
worsening racial discrimination and the election farce dominated by money
politics, the self-proclaimed human-rights defender has exposed its human rights
'myth' with its own deeds," the report said. 
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