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Cuban Foreign Minister meets with US Secretary of State
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On Tuesday, September 26, 2017, at the proposal of the Cuban side, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba, Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, was received
by Secretary of State Rex Tillerson at the State Department.

The meeting took place in a respectful ambiance.

The Cuban Minister reiterated to Secretary of State Tillerson the condolences on
behalf of the Cuban people and government for the damages caused by
hurricanes Harvey and Irma in the United States and expressed his gratitude for
the sympathies expressed by the State Department to our people for the damages
caused by hurricane Irma to Cuba.

The main purpose of the meeting was to address the incidents reported by US
diplomats accredited in Havana.

The Cuban Foreign Minister reiterated the seriousness, celerity and
professionalism with which the Cuban authorities have taken on this issue.
Following instructions from the top level of the Cuban government, a priority
investigation was opened as from the moment these incidents were first reported
and additional measures were adopted to protect the US diplomats and their
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relatives. This has been recognized by the representatives of the US specialized
agencies who have travelled to Cuba as from June, whose visits have been
considered as positive by the Cuban counterparts.

Minister Bruno reiterated to Secretary Tillerson how important it was for the US
authorities to cooperate, in an effective way, with the Cuban authorities in order to
clarify these incidents, which are unprecedented in Cuba.

He likewise reaffirmed Secretary Tillerson that the decision and the argument
claimed by the US Government to withdraw two Cuban diplomats from
Washington were unwarranted and emphasized that Cuba strictly abides by its
obligations under the Vienna Convention on the protection and integrity of
diplomats, an area in which it keeps an impeccable record.

He reaffirmed that the Cuban government has never perpetrated nor will it ever
perpetrate attacks of any kind against diplomats. The Cuban government has
never permitted nor will it ever permit the use of its territory by third parties for this
purpose.

Likewise, he stated that according to the preliminary results obtained by the
Cuban authorities in their investigations, which have borne in mind the information
given by the US authorities, there is no evidence so far of the cause or the origin
of the health disorders reported by the US diplomats.

The Foreign Minister reaffirmed that the investigation to resolve this matter is still
in progress and that Cuba has a keen interest in bringing it to closure, for which it
Is essential to count on the effective cooperation of the US authorities. He also
stated that it would be regrettable that a matter of this nature is politicized and that
hasty decisions not supported by conclusive evidence and investigation results
are taken.

On the other hand, the Minister reiterated the willingness of Cuba to continue
holding the bilateral dialogue on areas of common interest, based on respect and
sovereign equality, despite the profound differences that exist between the two
countries.

Page 2 of 2



