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At a news conference in the Turkish capital, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson appeared to
suggest the end of Bashar Assad’s presidency was no longer a prerequisite for a way out of the
Syrian crisis, in a U-turn from Washington’s long-held policy.

“I think the ... longer term status of President Assad will be decided by the Syrian people,” said
Tillerson at a joint conference with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevut Cavusoglu on Thursday, AFP
reported.

Read more Trump wading into Mideast quagmire over Turkey and Kurds in Syria
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Under President Barack Obama, the United States made Assad’s departure one of its key
objectives. The Syrian armed opposition also insisted upon the longtime leader’s resignation as
one of the conditions during the Astana peace talks.

Tillerson added that there were no major disagreements between Turkey and the US over the
NATO allies campaigns against Islamic State (IS, formerly ISIS/ISIL).
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“There's no space between Turkey and the US and our commitment to defeat Daesh [Arabic
acronym for IS], to defeat ISIS,” he said.

However, this was met with disagreement from Cavusoglu, who complained about US support
for the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia, considered a terrorist group by Ankara.

“It is not good or realistic to work with a terrorist group while fighting another terrorist group,”
Cavusoglu said, adding that Turkey expected “better cooperation” with the US over this issue.

Turkey said it is interested in supporting the operation to take the IS stronghold of Raqqa, but
not if the Kurdish militia is involved, AP reports.

The Turkish authorities consider the YPG, or the People’s Protection Units, to be a Syrian
faction of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), a banned Kurdish movement that has been
fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey since the 1980s.

Years of negotiations between the Syrian government and opposition, as well as
representatives from Moscow, Washington, Tehran, and other powers, have failed to bring an
end to the Syrian crisis. The Astana talks launched in January, which hoped to bring all the key
sides to the negotiating table, have stalled since the Syrian opposition pulled out in mid-March. 
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