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San Jose, Mar 22 (Prensa Latina) Cuban Prima Ballerina Assoluta Alicia Alonso received here
today the Doctor Honoris Causa degree from the University of Costa Rica (UCR), for her
important work and legacy to the world classical dance. 

The University Council of the UCR, the highest entity of that high educational center, agreed on
Thursday, March 16th, to grant the honorary degree to the famous 96-year-old dancer, who
danced until the age of 70. She founded and directed the Cuban National Ballet, one of the
most prestigious companies in the world.

At the proposal of the Faculty of Fine Arts, the University Council stated that Alicia Alonso's
contribution to Cuban and world dance has allowed us to rethink this art from its cultural
importance and its influence in the construction of the Latin American identity. This has
generated an extraordinary impact and unique contributions that have been widely recognized
worldwide.

The famous Cuban dancer also 'boosted and inspired the Cuban Ballet School, which is
characterized by a new style and a new methodology within the classical dance. Thanks to her
extraordinary pedagogical work, several generations of excellent dancers have arisen'.

Alicia arrived in San Jose on Monday, March 20th, and will be here until Sunday, March 26th,
along with fifty members of the Cuban company. They will perform at the 'Melico Salazar'
Popular Theater in San Jose on March 25th and 26th (double show).  
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