
'All hands on deck' for GOP, Trump as health care vote approaches
Published on Cuba Si (http://cubasi.cu)

   

      'All hands on deck' for GOP, Trump as health care vote approaches  

    22/03/2017   

 

  
  

Washington (CNN)President Donald Trump warned his fellow Republicans of big losses at the
ballot box if they fail to repeal and replace Obamacare. 
Wednesday and Thursday, we'll learn if House Republicans heed that message and back
legislation that has already tested the President's political prowess and has Trump and House
Speaker Paul Ryan furiously counting every available vote.
 

 "This is an all-hands-on deck situation," a senior House GOP aide said Tuesday.

 

According to CNN's ongoing whip count as of Wednesday morning, 21 House Republicans
have flat-out said they will vote against the bill to repeal or replace Obamacare, while five more
have indicated they are likely to oppose it.

 

Trump and Ryan must get 216 Republicans on board and can afford only 21 defections, if no
Democrat joins them.
 
 

Trust in Trump being tested

 

Trump has filled his schedule with back-to-back meetings with GOP lawmakers in recent days,
and will continue the behind-the-scenes lobbying on Wednesday along with Vice President Mike
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Pence and Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price.

 

Meanwhile, Ryan's whip operation is in full blitz mode. The House speaker has been texting
with Freedom Caucus Chairman Mark Meadows, who has not budged. House Whip Steve
Scalise and Deputy Whip Patrick McHenry have also been singling out individual Freedom
Caucus members to try to peel them away from the group.
 

Various lawmakers who are planning to vote "no" have described to CNN having 30-45 minute
phone calls with Trump officials in the past 36 hours.

 

Trump once again publicly pressed the importance of getting the health care bill through the
House this week in a speech Tuesday night.
 

 "The American people gave us clear instructions. It's time to get busy, get to work and get the
job done," Trump said at a dinner hosted by the National Republican Congressional Committee.
"That legislative effort begins with Thursday's crucial vote and it really is a crucial vote for the
Republican Party and for the people of the country."
 

Wednesday morning will bring the last official procedural stepping stone before the bill heads to
the House floor -- the Rules Committee, a panel traditionally full of leadership loyalists, which
should clear the way to consider amendments to the measure and set up Thursday's dramatic
vote.
 

That's an important step, but it's the arm-twisting that happens in closed-door meetings that will
the difference.
 

Trump warms GOP: Don't break your health care promises

 

Still stubbornly opposed to the health care proposal are members of the conservative Freedom
Caucus, who insist they have more than 21 "no" votes to sink the bill.

 

According to a source, the caucus' members have been invited to visit the White House in small
groups in recent days -- an effort by administration officials to start peeling off members. That
visit is likely to continue Wednesday, the source said.

 

Reservations about the bill span the party's political spectrum.
 

 Trump met with some members of the moderate Republican "Tuesday Group" on Tuesday, and
for one of those members, face time with the president wasn't enough to sway him.

 

"I'm a no," GOP Rep. Leonard Lance told reporters after returning from a meeting with Vice
President Mike Pence.
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Lance, who Democrats view as vulnerable in 2018, said he was still hung up on the fear that his
older constituents would have to shoulder higher coverage costs under the Republican bill. "I
indicated to the President my concerns in several areas," Lance said, as he suggested that the
chance to make further changes to the legislation was closed.
 

  

What's in the bill

The bill introduced earlier this month would roll back many of the Obamacare taxes and
eradicate the individual mandate. Instead of the subsidies available in the Affordable Care Act,
the GOP plan provides Americans with refundable tax credits to purchase health insurance. 
The bill also significantly restructures Medicaid and allows states to require able bodied adults
to work if they want to be eligible for the program. After 2020, states will no longer be able to
expand Medicaid like they could under Obamacare and states that haven't expanded the
program at all are bared from doing so.
 

The GOP bill, however, still includes some of the most popular pieces of Obamacare, including
protections for people with pre-existing conditions (though insurers would be allowed to charge
higher premiums to individuals whose coverage has lapsed) and letting children stay on their
parents' insurance plans until the age of 26.

 

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office's analysis of the bill predicted that 24 million
Americans may lose their insurance by 2026 if the bill is enacted. 
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