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Anybody who doubted that machismo was alive and well in Argentina need only have visited central Buenos Aires
on Tuesday afternoon. Around a dozen women who had taken their tops and bras off as part of a protest to
demand the legalization of topless bathing were attracting an ever-growing crowd of goggle-eyed men, some of
whom were going to extreme lengths to get a view of the women’s naked torsos, even climbing up flagpoles. Amid
the chaotic scene, the women shouted: “Machos keep away!”

The situation was soon out of control, with one of the women setting upon a man who was trying to take her
photograph, while fighting broke out between men supporting the women and those intent on staring at them. One
man approached the women and exposed himself, prompting further outrage. Eventually more women turned up,
and pushed away all the men around them, including journalists.

All this in 2017 in one of Latin America’s most advanced nations, and in one of the world’s most culturally active
cities.

The protests were in response to an incident on January 28, when police were called to Necochea, a popular
beach in Buenos Aires, by some bathers who were outraged that a group of women had taken their bikini tops off.

Eventually, some 20 officers arrived at the scene, and, threatened with arrest and handcuffs, the women left the
beach.

But when the three appeared before a magistrate a few days later, the judge not only threw the charges of
offending public decency out, he said that the legislation in Buenos Aires province that had been cited dated back
to 1973 and was anti-constitutional, and called on legislators to overturn it.

Meanwhile, the case had generated huge interest on the social networks as well as in the media, and a so-called 
tetazo (literally, “big tit”) protest march was arranged for Tuesday at the Plaza de la República in central Buenos
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Aires.

Some women painted their bodies with messages such as "I decide."  EFE

Dozens of women gathered around the square’s landmark Obelisk and took their tops off, demanding the same
rights as men to sunbathe topless. In Argentina, as in much of Latin America and the United States, half-naked
women are a permanent feature of advertising and television, but any kind of female nudity is taboo, even on
beaches.

“We demand our right to decide about our bodies. This demand isn’t just about going topless, but about the bigger
issue of inequality between men and women,” said Julieta, a university student at the demonstration who had
painted “The pleasure of breaking macho ties” across her chest.

“Society still can’t deal with tits as something natural,” added Carolina. “It is incredible that a topless woman on a
beach or a mother breastfeeding her baby causes a scandal in this day and age.”

“It was logical that men were going to come, half of them are peeping Toms, and that is why so few women are
prepared to take their tops off,” she said at the beginning of the demonstration, when there were more gawping
men than female protesters.

But an hour later, hundreds of women had taken over the area around the Obelisk and even some of the
surrounding streets, where they danced and sang, painting their bodies with slogans. The only men allowed into
the women’s midst were those prepared to put on a bra to cover themselves up.

In the run up to the protest, several women posted videos on social networks attacking what they see as
Argentina’s archaic laws and deep-rooted male dominance, as well as traditions about the role of women in
society. Congresswoman Victoria Donda, whose parents were disappeared by the military dictatorship that ran the
country between 1976 and 1983, said she would be attending the tetazo. “If a law is passed preventing women
from going topless on beaches, I will propose a law obliging men to wear a bra,” she said. But this merely
prompted speculation as to whether Donda would also go topless in public.
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The issue has certainly divided Argentinean society, and has sparked a long-overdue debate. But even some of
those who support a change in the law have pointed out that in a country mired in economic crisis and with rising
poverty levels – not to mention an alarmingly high murder rate of women, one every 30 hours – going topless on
the beach is arguably one of the country’s least-pressing priorities.
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