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Russia and China have vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution that called for a
truce in the region of Idlib, the last rebel-held stronghold in northwestern Syria.

The resolution said, "All parties shall immediately cease hostilities to avoid a further
deterioration of the already catastrophic humanitarian situation in Idlib Governorate, beginning
at noon Damascus time on 21 September 2019."

Russia vetoed the call for action because it did not include an exemption for military offensives
against the UN-blacklisted fighter groups.

It was the 13th time Russia vetoed a resolution on the Syrian conflict and the seventh in the
case of China.

Equatorial Guinea abstained, while the remaining 12 members of the council voted in favour of
the resolution, which was drafted by Kuwait, Belgium and Germany.

"As co-penholders of the humanitarian file for Syria in the Council, we would like to call upon all
member states to vote in favor of our resolution," the three drafters said.

"Our draft resolution the Council will vote on today is a purely humanitarian one," they said,
noting that half a million people have been displaced since the Idlib offensive began four
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months ago.

According to Al Jazeera political correspondent James Bays, it was mainly the Russians who
had issues with the resolution.

"It's worth noting that this veto comes as Russia currently presides over the UN Security Council
and just days before the UN General Assembly, where so far no specific meetings on Syria
have been called," Bays said from New York.

"I think the Chinese, as they have done a fair few times, have gone along with the Russians for
solidarity but it really was the Russian objection to this resolution," he added.

"Obviously, the main bombardment that has been taking place in Idlib is by the Syrian
government backed by the Russian airforce," he added.

Earlier on Thursday, the sponsors of the resolution urged not to veto the "purely humanitarian"
measure.

According to the countries, the situation in Idlib could deteriorate significantly if the fighting
continued and could turn into a major humanitarian crisis.

"The Council cannot, must not, let that happen," they said.

Russia and China have presented a joint alternative resolution, which specifies that the
ceasefire would not apply to military operations against individuals, groups or entities
"associated with terrorist groups".

Voting on that resolution could happen on Thursday.

On Wednesday, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres joined the head of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, Peter Maurer, in appealing for an end to air and artillery
bombardments of Idlib, citing the devastating effect on civilians.
Previous ceasefires

Idlib is home to three million people, half of whom are already internally displaced from areas
previously captured by forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad.

The UN says two-thirds of those currently in the war-torn province are women and children.

A unilateral ceasefire called by Russia on Saturday, which briefly paused the Syrian government
advance on rebel-controlled areas, has done little to quell fears of a humanitarian catastrophe.

The ceasefire was yet another attempt to avert a full-blown Syrian offensive, which the UN has
said would result in one of the worst humanitarian "nightmares" in Syria's eight-year conflict.

A previous ceasefire brokered in August ended just days after it began.

Russia intervened in Syria's long-running conflict almost four years ago in support of al-Assad,
while Turkey has long backed rebels in Idlib. The two countries sponsored a de-escalation
agreement for Idlib that has been in place since September last year, but faltered in recent
months.
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However, according to Al Jazeera's Bays, there is also a little bit of hope something positive
might happen.

"One potentially good bit of news is it's looking like they are getting a constitutional committee
together, trying to get the parties that were present during the failed peace talks in Geneva to at
least get together to talk about a future constitution," Bays said.  
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