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Writing nowadays about Brazil is a problem because…where to begin? There are
lots of things going on right now inside the South American giant that demand our
attention. Such events certainly show how the Empire is messed up in its own
actions aiming for a change in democratically-elected governments and therefore,
rooting for governments that follow neoliberal standards.

You may ask yourself: why is still Temer there? Taking into account that his
“popularity” fell somewhere between 3% and 7%. Not to mention that 80% of the
electorate disapproves his work, even Center-Right voters.

Backed by the U.S., following the orders, he has been loyal to everything
Washington has commanded in order to avoid Brazil joining efforts with China and
Russia —BRICS members— to spread the positive influence of trade and
investment.

Brazil’s subdued economical growth —barely more than 1%— during Temer’s two
years in office, was achieved thanks to a severe fiscal adjustment that limited
public spending, including those meant for health and education.

Temer implemented a labor reform fought off by labor unions that limited the rights
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earned decades ago by Brazilian workers. He also insisted on other unpopular
reform to change the pension systems that finally did not see the light of day.

The recovery of the Brazilian economy, nonetheless, has not been evident to the
population. The number of unemployed citizens grew from 11,4 to 13,7 millions in
two years.

The Public Prosecutor’s Office demanded two judicial processes against him, but
the Supreme Court was prevented from doing so due to the Chamber of Deputies,
where Temer has strong support and has the final word on any demand against
the Head of State, closed both cases. 

The Prosecutor’s Office is working on a third cause against Temer due to
corruption and his two years in office coincided with the leak of a witness
testimony who claims to have given high sum of money in cash to the office of a
man close to Temer.

However, these sorts of men rarely face trials and go to jail and it happens when
they are not useful to the Empire anymore. Others are in jail without substantiated
evidence because they are annoying to Washington, and feared by the country’s
oligarchy and owners of its wealth. We are talking about former president Inacio
Lula da Silva, who has the green light —legally— to run for Brazil’s presidency next
October.

Lula should serve a 12-year sentence for confusing crimes, with no substantial
evidence against him and handled by even sworn enemies. He has the highest
approval and popularity rate and even though he is still in prison, the main political
parties of the opposition fear him, including Temer’s.

Temer has thought about running for the office again. But he would only take the
job under false pretences. Nevertheless, the strong candidature of Lula, the
growing opposition movement and the Empire’s dealings to find a “decent”
successor, are against his wishes.

The deaths of disabled people in places where they must have had special care
as well as the deaths of young people in a fire inside a detention facility portray
the degree of abandonment in which Brazil is immersed in. Not to mention the
“illegal” truck drivers’ strike, men who protest against the rising diesel fuel prices.

According to the statement from the Oil Workers’ Federation (FUP), one of the
goals of the strike is “to lower the prices of cooking gas and fuel”, and thus, to
prevent the privatization of PETROBRAS.

The mobilization, led by FUP and related labor unions, already achieved the
resignation of PETROBRAS chairman, Pedro Parente, who “plunged the country
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into an unprecedented crisis.”

The union members of oil companies announced that cuts and delays will be
experienced in four oil refineries and fertilizer plants that are under a sale process.

There is much to be said about Temer. He is clearly backed by the Empire, but a
new successor must be found in a hurry. Its faithful and loyal collaborator in the
illegal “soft coup” to bring Dilma Rousseff’s government down cannot stand it
any longer.

Translated by Sergio A. Paneque Diaz // CubaSi Translation Staff
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