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US Ambassador To Panama Says He Cannot Serve Trump, Resigns

12/01/2018

The ambassador declared the end of his 35-year career with the US government effective
March 9.

The United States” Panamanian Ambassador John D. Feeley announced his resignation
Thursday, saying he could not serve under president Donald Trump.

RELATED: Racist: Massive Outrage over Trump 'Shithole' Migration Remark

"As a junior foreign service officer, | signed an oath to serve faithfully the president and his
administration in an apolitical fashion, even when | might not agree with certain policies. My
instructors made clear that if | believed | could not do that, | would be honor bound to resign.
That time has come," Feeley said.

In an open letter published on the embassy's website, addressed to the Central American
president, Juan Carlos Verla and Vice President Isabel Saint Malo, the ambassador declared
the end of his career with the US government effective March 9.

Throughout his 35 years in both the nation’s Marines and Department of State, the ambassador
dedicated his efforts to supporting integration and maintaining good relations between the
Americas. According to the letter, the US ambassador leaves his position with a feeling of
immense gratitude to the foreign government and the citizens of Panama who shared a
relationship of mutual friendship, respect and teamwork.
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Feeley’'s duties with the Panamanian government will be assumed by Deputy Chief of Mission,
Roxanne Cabral, until a suitable replacement can be found.
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