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On Monday, President Trump signed a new executive order banning immigrants hailing from six Muslim-majority
countries from entering the United States for 90 days; refugees will not be permitted to enter for 120 days. On
Tuesday evening, attorneys for the state of Hawaii responded with a 40-page request for a temporary restraining
order against the new ban, saying, in part, that “the Executive Order means that thousands of individuals across
the United States and in Hawai‘i who have immediate family members living in the affected countries will now be
unable to receive visits from those persons or to be reunited with them in the United States.”

In terms of its language and execution, this new attempt to expel immigrants is somewhat more temperate than the
one before it, no doubt as part of an attempt to dissuade naysayers. Trump’s first ban caused national chaos when
introduced on January 27, and the order was eventually shot down by the judiciary system. Regardless, activist
groups have already vowed to retaliate: Immediately after the new ban was released, the International Rescue
Committee commented that the new ban “heartlessly targets the most vulnerable, harming refugees and helping
extremists.”

In addition to its agenda of forced exclusion, the administration’s efforts against immigration and proposed border
wall require that the budget of the Coast Guard be cut by 14 percent, while the TSA and FSA budgets will each be
reduced by 11 percent, which, ironically, leaves the country even more vulnerable.

According to The Guardian, Trump’s new order is scheduled to go into effect on March 16. The Hawaiia lawsuit
proposes that a hearing regarding the order take place on March 15. Other states have yet to follow Hawaii’s lead.  
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